
Affordable Health Care for America

  

“With the enactment of health insurance reform, we are putting America back on track. We are
making the worst practices of the insurance industry—from discrimination based on pre-existing
conditions to dropping coverage when you get sick—a thing of the past. We are providing
access to quality, affordable health care to nearly all Americans. And we are doing it
responsibly, by driving down our budget deficits and enhancing America’s competitiveness in
the global economy. Today we lay the groundwork for a more just and prosperous America.”
-Congressman Xavier Becerra, March 23, 2010

  

On March 23, 2010, President Obama signed the Patient Protection and  Affordable Care Act of
2010 into law. As Vice Chair of the House Democratic Caucus and a senior member of the
Ways and Means Committee, Congressman Becerra worked hard to make the dream of quality,
affordable health care a reality for America's working families. Here you will learn more about
this landmark law and Rep. Becerra's work to enact it.

  Benefits of Health Care Reform in Los Angeles &
Nationwide
  

On April 6, 2010 Rep. Becerra held a media briefing at Arroyo Vista Family Health Center in
Lincoln Heights to highlight the benefits of health care reform that will be seen in Los Angeles.
You can view video of the event here :
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Y83EyHwr_0
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    -  Doubling the number of insured in CA-31: According to an analysis released March 17,
2010 by the House Energy  & Commerce Committee, health insurance reform will more than
double  the number of people with health insurance in California's 31st  Congressional District. 
Click  here to read more about the benefits of the health reform legislation
.
 
    -  Immediate Benefits This Year: certain benefits of health care reform will kick in
immediatly and throughout 2010 for seniors, small business owners and employees, young
adults and many others. Click here to learn more about
the immediate benefits of reform
.
 
    -  Young Americans will immediatly be allowed to stay on their parents health plans until
their 26th birthday. Click here to learn about other benefits for young
Americans .  
    -  Small Businesses  will immediatly receive up to a 35% tax credit to cover health
insurance costs. Click here to learn about the other benefits for small
businesses .  
    -  Seniors who find themselves in the Medicare Part D "Donut Hole" will immediatly get
$250 to help cover the cost of prescription drugs this year. By 2020 the Donut Hole will be
closed completely. Click here to learn about other benefits for seniors .  
    -  Women have long suffered from higher health care costs. This reform ends discrimination
against women in our health care system. Click here learn more about the
benefits for women.   
    -  Click here to view the complete implementation timeline  for all the provisions in the
health care reform law.   

  

          

  
  Health Care Reform Milestones
  

On November 7, the House of Representative took a historic vote and passed H.R. 3962, the
Affordable Health Care for America Act.

On February 25, 2010, Rep. Becerra joined House and Senate leaders of both parties to meet
with President Obama at the Blair House to discuss moving forward with comprehensive health
reform. You can view his remarks here :
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http://energycommerce.house.gov/Press_111/health_care/districts/new/CA31.Becerra.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/IMMEDIATE_PROVISIONS.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/IMMEDIATE_PROVISIONS.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/YOUNG_AMERICANS.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/YOUNG_AMERICANS.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/SMALL_BUSINESS_G.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/SMALL_BUSINESS_G.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/SENIORS.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/WOMEN.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/WOMEN.pdf
images/stories/health_care_reform/TIMELINE.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/v/WXeUAWmT17s
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On March 21, 2010, Rep. Becerra joined a majority in the House of Representatives and voted
to pass the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and Reconciliation Act of 2010, the final
version of health insurance reform. You can view his floor statement urging passage of the
legislation here :

  

 

  

          

  
  

 

  
  Hearing From You: Telephone Town Hall Series
    

Throughout the summer of 2009, Rep. Becerra held a series of telephone town halls on health
care reform; you can listen to the conversations by clicking on the following streaming links
(Windows Media Player required):

September 3, 2009

Tele-Town Hall on Health Care Reform #4

August 27, 2009

Tele-Town Hall on Health Care Reform #3

August 11, 2009
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNP_c6o6giM
http://iconstituent.com/uploads/BecerraiTH3SEP09.asx
http://iconstituent.com/uploads/iTHBecerra27AUG09.asx
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Tele-Town Hall on Health Care Reform #2June 11, 2009
Tele-Town Hall on Health Care Reform #1       

  Want to Know More? 
Here's What Health Reform Means for You:
    
    -    

  

Health insurance reform puts American families and small  business owners—not the insurance
companies—in control of their own health  care.

      
    -    

  

Making health insurance affordable for middle class and small  businesses—one of largest tax
cuts for health care in history—reducing premiums  and out-of-pocket costs.

      
    -    

  

Giving millions of Americans access to affordable insurance  choices just as big businesses
have—through a new competitive health insurance  market that keeps costs down.

      
    -    

  

Holding insurance companies accountable to keep premiums down  and prevent denials of care
and coverage, including for pre-existing  conditions.

      
    -    

  

Improving Medicare benefits with lower prescription drug costs  for those in the ‘donut hole,’
better chronic care, free preventive care, and  nearly a decade more of solvency for Medicare.

      
    -    
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http://iconstituent.com/uploads/iTHBecerra11AUG09.asx
http://iconstituent.com/uploads/BecerraiTH11JUN09.asx
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Reducing the deficit by $143 billion over the next ten years,  and by $1.2 trillion more over the
following decade; reining in waste, fraud and  abuse, paying for quality over quantity of care.

      
    -    

  

Failure to enact reform means continued double digit premium  increases—some as high as
60%, arbitrary loss of coverage, and huge increases in  the national deficit.

      

  
  Learn More About the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act and Reconciliation Act of 2010
  Bill Text (Posted on Rules.House.gov  on  March 18, 2010 at 2:07pm):     
    -    

Health  Care and Education Affordability Reconciliation Act of 2010 Text»

    
    -    

Text of  the Senate Amendments to H.R. 3590 (Senate health bill)»

    
    -    

9-Page  Manager's Amendment - posted on 3/20»

    

  

CBO Score:

    
    -    

Four Key Points You Need To  Know About the New CBO Score»

    
    -    
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https://rules.house.gov/
http://docs.house.gov/rules/hr4872/111_hr4872_amndsub.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/rules/hr4872/111_hr3590_engrossed.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/111_managers_hr4872.pdf
http://www.speaker.gov/blog/?p=2203
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Full CBO  Score»

    

  

Summary Documents:

    
    -    

3 Page  Summary»

    
    -    

Summary of the Manager’s  Amendment» 

    
    -    

Section  by Section of the Reconciliation Bill»

    
    -    

Reconciliation Bill Makes Key Improvements To Senate-passed  Bill»

    
    -    

Regular  Procedure to Pass Health Insurance Reform»

    
    -    

Health  Care By the Numbers: Open &amp; Transparent Process»

    
    -    

Immediate Benefits»
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http://cbo.gov/doc.cfm?index=11379
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/SUMMARY.pdf
http://www.speaker.gov/blog/?p=2204
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/SECTION_BY_SECTION.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/KEYIMPROVEMENTS.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/REGULAR_PROCEDURE.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/TRANSPARENTPROCESS.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/IMMEDIATE_PROVISIONS.pdf
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    -    

Cost of  Inaction»

    
    -    

Health Care  By The Numbers: Why We Need Reform»

    
    -    

Fact  Sheet»

    
    -    

District By District Impact» 

    

  

Provisions At A Glance:

    
    -    

Timeline for  Implementation»

    
    -    

Helping  Small Businesses»

    
    -    

Consumer Protections &amp; Insurance Market Reform»

    
    -    

Preventing  Waste, Fraud &amp; Abuse»
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http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/COSTOFINACTION.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/HCBYTHENUMBERS.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/WHATHCRDOESFORYOU.pdf
http://energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=1924:benefits-of-health-care-reform-district-by-district-impact&amp;catid=169:legislation&amp;Itemid=55
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/TIMELINE.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/SMALLBUSINESSES.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/CONSUMER_PROTECTIONS.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/WASTEFRAUDABUSE.pdf
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    -    

Making  Coverage Affordable» 

    
    -    

Employers and  Health Reform»

    
    -    

Strengthening  Medicare»

    
    -    

Medicare  Part D»

    
    -    

Medicare Advantage»

    
    -    

Shared Responsibility» 

    
    -    

The Health  Insurance Exchange» 

    
    -    

Innovative  Delivery System Reform» 

    
    -    

Strengthening  The Nation's Health Workforce»
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http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/AFFORDABILITY.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/EMPLOYERS.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/MEDICARE.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/MEDICARE_PARTD.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/MEDICARE_ADVANTAGE.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/SHARED_RESPONSIBILITY.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/EXCHANGE.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/DELIVERY_REFORM.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/WORKFORCE.pdf
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    -    

Guaranteed Benefits»

    
    -    

Summary of Revenue  Provisions» 

    
    -    

Addressing  Health and Health Care Disparities»

    
    -    

Rural America &amp;  Reform»

    

  

Support:

    
    -    

Statement of  Administration Policy»

    
    -    

List of  Organizations Expressing Support For Health Reform Legislation» 

    

  Related Articles  

{loadposition healthcare}
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http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/GUARANTEED_BENEFITS.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/REVENUE.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/DISPARITIES.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/RURAL.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/asset.aspx?AssetId=2462
http://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/reports?id=0323

